


Tell the story of why you’re a 
Christian. Go as far back in 
the past as you can.



If you’re a Black Christian in the 
United States, how do you tell the 
story of your being a Christian?
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“a rational study of the being of God 
in the world in light of the existential 
situation of an oppressed community, 
relating the forces of liberation to the 
essence of the Gospel, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 
-James Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation 
(2010)



Hermeneutics
(Fancy term for how we interpret stuff)



The Story of Salvation
According to Some Christians



Christian Theology and the Biblical Story

The hermeneutical principle for an exegesis of the 
Scriptures is the revelation of God in Christ as the 
Liberator of the oppressed from social oppression and to 
political struggle, wherein the poor recognize that their 
fight against poverty and injustice is not only consistent 
with the gospel but is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

(God of the Oppressed, 81, emphasis mine.)



We know God when God reveals 
God’s divine action in history.

So where is God’s divine action in 
human history?



The Story of Liberation
According to Other Christians



Exodus 2

23 A long time passed, during which the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned under their bondage and cried out, and from 
their bondage their cry for help went up to God. 24 God heard 
their moaning and God was mindful of his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 25 God saw the Israelites, and God 
knew…



Exodus 7

1 The LORD answered Moses: See! I have made you a god to 
Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother will be your prophet. 2 You will 
speak all that I command you. In turn, your brother Aaron will 
tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his land…

5 All Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out 
my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of their midst.



God is 
revealed as the 
liberation of 
the oppressed.



Exodus 19

4 You have seen how I treated the Egyptians and how I bore you 
up on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now, if you obey 
me completely and keep my covenant, you will be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, though all the earth is mine.



Exodus 22

20 You shall not oppress or afflict a resident alien, for you were 
once aliens residing in the land of Egypt. 21 You shall not wrong 
any widow or orphan. 22 If ever you wrong them and they cry out 
to me, I will surely listen to their cry. 



God is revealed as the 
flourishing of the community’s 
most vulnerable.



Jeremiah 5

6 For criminals lurk among my people;
like fowlers they set traps,
but it is human beings they catch.

27 Their houses are as full of treachery
as a bird-cage is of birds;

Therefore they grow powerful and rich,
28 fat and sleek.
They pass over wicked deeds;

justice they do not defend
By advancing the claim of the orphan

or judging the cause of the poor.



Isaiah 3

13 The LORD rises to accuse,
stands to try his people.

14 The Lord enters into judgment
with the people’s elders and princes:

You, you who have devoured the vineyard;
the loot wrested from the poor is in your houses.

15 What do you mean by crushing my people,
and grinding down the faces of the poor?
says the Lord, the GOD of hosts.



Psalm 137

1 By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat weeping
when we remembered Zion.

2 On the poplars in its midst
we hung up our harps.

3 For there our captors asked us
for the words of a song;

Our tormentors, for joy:
“Sing for us a song of Zion!”

4 But how could we sing a song of the LORD

in a foreign land?



God is 
revealed as the 
collapse of the 
oppressive 
society.



What about the New Testament?



Luke 4

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me

to bring glad tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

19 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”



God is 
revealed as the 
liberation of 
the oppressed.



Mark 6

55 They scurried about the surrounding country and began to 
bring in the sick on mats to wherever they heard [Jesus] 
was. 56 Whatever villages or towns or countryside he entered, they 
laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged him that they might 
touch only the tassel on his cloak; and as many as touched it were 
healed.



God is revealed 
as the flourishing 
of the 
community’s 
most vulnerable.



Luke 6

24 But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.

25 But woe to you who are filled now,
for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will grieve and weep.

26 Woe to you when all speak well of you,
for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.



Luke 6

24 But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.

25 But woe to you who are filled now,
for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will grieve and weep.

26 Woe to you when all speak well of you,
for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.



Mark 13

14 “When you see the desolating abomination standing where he 
should not (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must 
flee to the mountains, 15 [and] a person on a housetop must not 
go down or enter to get anything out of his house, 16 and a person 
in a field must not return to get his cloak. 17 Woe to pregnant 
women and nursing mothers in those days. 18 Pray that this does 
not happen in winter. 19 For those times will have tribulation such 
as has not been since the beginning of God’s creation until now, 
nor ever will be.



God is revealed as the collapse 
of the oppressive society.



Luke 23

33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him and the criminals there, one on his right, the other on his 
left. 34 [Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not 
what they do.”] They divided his garments by casting lots. 35 The 
people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at 
him and said, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the 
chosen one, the Messiah of God.”



God is revealed as the suffering, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus: 
liberator, victim, and liberated.



Graphic Content Warning: 
Lynching and crucifixion





Four Points on Christian Theology

The hermeneutical principle for an exegesis of the 
Scriptures is the revelation of God in Christ as the 
Liberator of the oppressed from social oppression and to 
political struggle, wherein the poor recognize that their 
fight against poverty and injustice is not only consistent 
with the gospel but is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

(God of the Oppressed, 81, emphasis mine.)



Four Points on Christian Theology

1. There can be no Christian theology that is not social 
and political. If theology is to speak about the God of 
Jesus who reveals himself in the struggle of the 
oppressed for freedom, then theology must also become 
political, speaking for the God of the poor and the 
oppressed. 

(God of the Oppressed, 82)



Four Points on Christian Theology

2. The biblical emphasis on God's continuing act of liberation 
in the present and future means that theology cannot merely 
repeat what the Bible says or what is found in a particular 
theological tradition. Theology must be prophetic, 
recognizing the relativity of human speech, but also that God 
can use human speech at a particular time for the 
proclamation of his Word to the suffering poor. As 
theologians, therefore, we must take the risk to be prophetic 
by doing theology in the light of those who are helpless and 
voiceless in the society. 

(God of the Oppressed, 82)



Four Points on Christian Theology

3. Theology cannot ignore the tradition. While the 
tradition is not the gospel, it is the bearer of an 
interpretation of the gospel at a particular point in time. 
By studying the tradition, we not only gain insight into a 
particular past time but also into our own time as the 
past and the present meet dialectically. For only through 
this dialectical encounter with the tradition are we given 
the freedom to move beyond it. 

(God of the Oppressed, 82-83)



Four Points on Christian Theology

4. Theology is always a word about the liberation of the 
oppressed and the humiliated. It is a word of judgment 
for the oppressors and the rulers. Whenever theologians 
fail to make this point unmistakably clear, they are not 
doing Christian theology but the theology of the 
Antichrist. 

(God of the Oppressed, 83)


